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If you have already been in Germany for several years with a residence permit, you can be granted a 
settlement permit or a permanent residence permit - EU (unlimited residence permit with 
unrestricted authorization to work) under certain conditions. 

The EU permanent residence permit entitles you to live, work or study in the countries of the 
European Union (with the exception of Ireland and Denmark) under simplified conditions. You may 
also stay outside Germany for a longer period of time without the EU permanent residence permit 
expiring (up to six years within the EU -except Ireland and Denmark- and 24 months outside the 
EU). 

Both residence permits can only be issued if all legal requirements are fulfilled. There is no 
entitlement to a permit. 

Guidance on meeting the general requirements (not exhaustive): 
⮚ You hold a valid residence permit for five years for the purposes of employment, self-

employment/freelance work or family reunification. 
⮚ You are still employed, self-employed or in a family partnership.  
⮚ You can prove that your livelihood and that of your family members in Germany is 

permanently secured and that you have sufficient health insurance cover. 
⮚ You have sufficient living space (at least 9m² per person living in the household). 
⮚ You have an adequate pension provision (proof of at least 60 months). 
⮚ You have sufficient German language skills at level B1 (CEFR). 

Proof of German language skills is not required if you have completed your training/studying 
in German. 

⮚ You have basic knowledge of the legal and social order and living conditions in Germany 
(Test “Leben in Deutschland/Einbürgerungtest”). 

⮚ There are no security-related objections/prior convictions/open criminal proceedings etc. 

Please note:  
In some cases, a settlement permit can be issued under simplified conditions. This applies if you 
belong to one of these groups of people: 

⮚ Holders of an EU Blue Card 
⮚ Graduates of a course of study or vocational training in Germany 
⮚ Highly qualified persons 
⮚ Self-employed persons 

Minors (with a residence permit family reunification/birth in Germany) can only receive a settlement 
permit once they have reached the age of 16 and have held a residence permit for five years. 
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Benefits for holders of an EU Blue Card: 
⮚ You are employed in accordance with your qualifications for 27 or 21 months and still meet 

the conditions of the EU Blue Card. 
⮚ You have sufficient German language skills at level B1 of the CEFR: Settlement permit 

possible after just 21 months. 
You have basic German language skills at level A1 of the CEFR: Settlement permit possible 
after 27 months. 

⮚ You can provide evidence of 27 or 21 months of compulsory or voluntary contributions to 
pension insurance or expenses for an entitlement to comparable benefits from an insurance 
company. 

⮚ You have a basic knowledge of the legal and social order and living conditions in Germany 
(does not apply if you hold an EU Blue Card for 27 months). 

Benefits for skilled workers: 
⮚ You hold a residence permit for employment as a skilled worker with a professional 

qualification, an academic degree or in research (Section 18a, b or d AufenthG) for three 
years (or 24 months with a domestic professional qualification or academic degree). 

⮚ You are still employed as a skilled worker. 
⮚ You have sufficient German language skills at level B1 of the CEFR. 
⮚ You can provide evidence of 36 months (or 24 months if you have completed vocational 

training or studies in Germany) of compulsory or voluntary contributions to pension 
insurance or expenses for an entitlement to comparable benefits from an insurance 
company. 

⮚ You have a basic knowledge of the legal and social order and living conditions in Germany. 

Benefits for spouses of skilled workers: 
⮚ You have hold a residence permit for family reunification for three years. 
⮚ Your spouse has a settlement permit (§ 18c AufenthG) for skilled workers. 
⮚ You are gainfully employed for at least 20 hours per week. 
⮚ You and your spouse live in a marital partnership. 
⮚ You have sufficient German language skills at level B1 of the CEFR. 
⮚ You have a basic knowledge of the legal and social order and living conditions in Germany. 

Benefits for self-employed persons (not for freelancers): 
⮚ You hold a residence permit for self-employment for three years. 
⮚ You must have been self-employed for three years. 
⮚ The self-employed activity you are currently carrying out gives reason to expect further 

sustainable development of the business activity, in particular due to its success and 
duration. 

⮚ You can provide evidence of three years of compulsory or voluntary contributions to 
pension insurance or expenses for a claim to comparable benefits from an insurance 
company. 

⮚ You have a basic knowledge of the legal and social order and living conditions in Germany. 
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Required documents: 
⮚ Application form*(fully completed and signed) 
⮚ Passport 
⮚ Residence permit (if applicable: with supplementary sheet, provisional document) 

⮚ Proof of ability to cover the cost of living: 
• Employment contract 
• Current confirmation of employment as proof of non-terminated employment and 

termination of the probationary period* 
• Salary slips for the last 12 months 

For self-employed/freelancers: 
• Audit report* 
• Form Information on gross/net income* 
• Business analysis / profit and loss account 
• Certificate in tax matters 
• Tax assessment notices 
• Declations of intent/honorary contracts etc. (for freelancers) 
If applicable: other additional evidence e.g. child benefit, child supplement, advance child 
support payments, pension income etc. (also from your spouse). 

⮚ Certificate in tax matters from the tax office (only for EU long-term residence) 

⮚ Proof of adequate pension provision: 
• For statutory pension insurance: Current pension insurance history (see online service of 

Deutsche Rentenversicherung) 
• For private pension insurance: Current adequate proof of insurance 

⮚ Proof of German language skills (A1 or B1) by presenting a recognized certificate (ALTE 
standard e.g. DSH, TestDaF, Goethe-Institut, ÖSD, Telc). 
For children aged 16 and over: School reports from the last four years (German grade: at 
least sufficient), current school certificate or, if applicable, proof of vocational 
training/continuing education etc. 

⮚ Proof of basic knowledge of the legal and social order by submitting a recognized 
certificate (“Living in Germany”) / Einbürgerungtest. 

⮚ Rental agreement or proof of home ownership: 
• Additional proof of the monthly rental costs (e.g. current account statement). 
• If you are not the main tenant (sublet), the landlord's authorisation is required. 
• In the case of residential property, proof of the living space (e.g. on the basis of the 

purchase contract and floor plan) must be provided. 

⮚ Proof of continuous sufficient health and long-term care insurance coverage: 
• In the case of a statutory health insurance: current insurance confirmation  

https://www.eservice-drv.de/SelfServiceWeb/
https://www.eservice-drv.de/SelfServiceWeb/
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• In the case of private health insurance: confirmation of Annex 1 or 2* by the health 
insurance. 

⮚ 1x current biometric photo: 
You can take a photo at our self-service biometric station. Please allow 15 minutes before 
your appointment for this. The fee is €6. 

⮚ Fees are charged for the application at the appointment. 

In certain cases, additional documents may be required. 

Application 
Please use our online service to submit your application.  

*You can find our forms & checklists here: 

 
https://welcome.hamburg.com/go/837568 

Please note (disclaimer): 
This information is only intended to give you an initial indication and therefore does not claim to be complete. Although it has been compiled 
with the greatest possible care, no liability can be accepted for the accuracy of the content. This information alone does not constitute a claim 
to the granting of a permanent residence permit. The applicable residence law is decisive. 

https://serviceportal.hamburg.de/HamburgGateway/Service/Entry/AFM_Auf_en/
https://welcome.hamburg.com/go/837568
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